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Press release

Vienna, 10 December 2009

CMS IS MID-MARKET LEGAL ADVISOR OF THE YEAR 2009

CMS, the alliance of leading European law firms of which CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz, operating in Austria and Southeast Europe, is a founding member, was named “Mid-Market Legal Advisor of the Year 2009” by the Financial Times and mergermarket yesterday.
At the awards ceremony of the European M&A Awards 2009 in London on 9 December, the Financial Times and mergermarket bestowed the prestigious title of Mid-Market Legal Advisor of the Year 2009 on the European CMS alliance. CMS thus won over its competitors Allen & Overy, Clifford Chance, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and Linklaters. The independent jury made up of M&A experts emphasised the high number of successful and innovative mid-market M&A transactions CMS advised on.

Peter Huber, managing partner at CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz, which is one of the nine international CMS partner firms and founding member of CMS, attended the awards ceremony. “This is a huge success for us. We are proud of our work and look ahead to the next business year full of self-esteem and confidence. Our clients are satisfied with our performance and our excellent international CMS teams stand out in the international market. This is reflected in rankings and league tables and helps us reap prestigious international awards.”

CMS at the top of M&A law firms in Europe

The Corporate Practice Group of the CMS alliance has taken the lead among M&A law firms on the European market quite a while ago. Its position on the market grants CMS insight into hundreds of transactions beyond the borders of national legal systems every year. The knowledge acquired was also put to use in the unique CMS studies on the market situation in the German-speaking region as well as on a European level. “This year again, we could prove that our internationality, combined with experience that is deeply rooted in regional economies, gives us a decisive competitive edge. This is important for mid-cap transactions as well as high-end deals,” explains Mr. Huber, who is head of the M&A practice area at CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz.

A current picture of Peter Huber is available at
http://sites.cms-rrh.com/downloads/huber.zip 
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About CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz was founded in Vienna in 1970 and has since emerged as one of the leading specialists in all areas of commercial and labour law. Highly-specialized teams consisting of internationally experienced lawyers primarily provide services in the following fields of law: M&A, banking and finance, real estate, taxes, labour laws, IP and IT laws, and public procurement. The company operates offices in Vienna, Belgrade, Bratislava, Brussels, Kiev, Ljubljana, Sarajevo, Sofia and Zagreb. All CMS offices together offer clients a team of more than 500 experienced specialists in 13 offices across the CEE/SEE region.
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz is one of the founding members of CMS, the association of leading European legal firms and tax consultants. At present, CMS operates a network consisting of more than 600 partners, 2,200 lawyers and tax consultants, and a total of 4,600 employees working on behalf of its clients.  www.cms-rrh.com 
About CMS
CMS aims to be recognised as the best European provider of legal and tax services. Clients say that what makes CMS special is a combination of three things:
Strong, trusted client relationships
High quality advice
Industry specialization
We combine deep local expertise and the most extensive presence in Europe with cross-border consistency and coordination.
CMS has a common culture and a shared heritage which make us distinctively European. CMS operates in 27 jurisdictions, with 53 offices in Western and Central Europe and beyond. CMS was established in 1999 and today comprises nine CMS firms, employing over 2,400 lawyers. CMS is headquartered in Frankfurt, Germany.
CMS member firms are: CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (Italy); CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, S.L.P. (Spain); CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre (France); CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK); CMS DeBacker (Belgium); CMS Derks Star Busmann (The Netherlands); CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd. (Switzerland); CMS Hasche Sigle (Germany) and CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz Rechtsanwälte GmbH (Austria).
CMS offices and associated offices: Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Zurich, Aberdeen, Algiers, Antwerp, Arnhem, Beijing, Belgrade, Bratislava, Bristol, Bucharest, Budapest, Buenos Aires, Casablanca, Cologne, Dresden, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Ljubljana, Lyon, Marbella, Milan, Montevideo, Moscow, Munich, Prague, São Paulo, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Utrecht, Warsaw and Zagreb.
The members of CMS are in association with The Levant Lawyers with offices in Abu Dhabi, Beirut, Dubai and Kuwait City.www.cmslegal.com
