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Supporting your business wherever you need us

Number 1  
Hotel Lawyers in Europe



CMS is the organisation of independent European law and tax 
firms of choice for organisations based in, or looking to move 
into, Europe, Africa and Middle East1.  

CMS has won many awards, including most recently  

—	� Mid-Market Legal Advisors of the Year 2009, Acquisitions 
Monthly Magazine

—	� Mid-Market Legal Advisors of the Year 2009, M&A Awards, 
Financial Times/Mergermarket

—	� CEE Law Firm of the Year 2007 & 2009, PLC Which Lawyer?
—	� CEE Private Equity Law Firm of the Year, ACQ Global 

Awards 2009
—	� Number 1 UK law firm for the hotel industry since 2004, 

The Legal 500 Directory

1 in association with The Levant Lawyers

	 9 	 local member firms 

	 c 595 	 partner

	> 2,400 	 total lawyers

	 27 	 jurisdictions 

	 53 	 offices
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Why CMS? 

Using a law firm that understands your business and your  
industry means you get better, more relevant, advice more 
efficiently. CMS lawyers think globally and act locally.

CMS aims to be recognised as the best European provider 
of legal and tax services. Clients say that what makes CMS 
special is a combination of three things:

strong, trusted client relationships;1.	
high quality advice; and2.	
industry specialisation.3.	

We combine deep local expertise and the most extensive 
presence in Europe with cross-border consistency and 
coordination. CMS is renowned as a joined-up organisation 
committed to high standards of service.

CMS has a common culture and a shared heritage which 
make us distinctively European. It’s about geography and 
it’s about bringing together the best of Europe in delivering 
a better, more valuable service to our clients.

Our clients benefit from highly-trained lawyers and tax 
advisers who understand the law and provide straight-
forward legal advice. We understand the market where our 
clients work as we are deeply rooted in their local markets, 
which guarantees our clients receive high-quality advice in 
their local context.

The cross-departmental hotels team receives consistent praise from clients.

Superb CEE network.

Unmatchable real estate expertise in CEE means it is in pole position.

Strong reputation with major portfolio deals.

Solid track record on major projects in Morocco / Standout Instructions.

Sterling hotels practice.
Legal 500
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What makes us different? 

Running hotel and leisure facilities, as well as purchasing or selling those 
assets, can raise a wide range of complex legal questions. As a result, truly 
sound advice in this field needs to cover the issues involved not just in real 
estate law, but also in labour, corporate, environmental, tenancy and 
construction law.

The CMS Hotel & Leisure Group has an unrivalled profile in 
this field. We provide eight of the ten largest hotel chains 
in Europe with expert advice, and provide legal advice on 
many of the most important hotel and leisure projects 
across Europe today. We are acknowledged by The Legal 
500 directory as the number 1 UK law firm for the hotel 
industry since 2004.

Our team comprises more than 100 highly skilled lawyers 
with international experience in the sector advising on 
construction and development projects, disposals and 
takeovers, management agreements and leases, financing 

and structuring, tax-related matters, and on operational 
issues, often with a cross-border element. We also support 
clients in fields such as gastronomy, health and fitness, 
gaming, sport and museums.

Using lawyers who are known in the industry means you 
get access to the latest information, ideas and 
opportunities. We can introduce you to other advisers, 
operators, purchasers, vendors and developers of hotels, 
construction firms, financiers and investors; contacts who 
may be beneficial to your business.

The firm offers a dedicated hotels practice, fielding lawyers with 
prodigious industry knowledge and experience across a swathe of 
disciplines.

Chambers Guide to the Legal Profession

CMS hotel group ranked number 1 since 2004.
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AAC Capital Partners (formerly ABN Amro Capital)
Advised on the sale of Park Resorts Group Limited in  ——
the UK to GI Partners, for GBP  440 million.

Aareal Bank
�Advised on the EUR 46 million financing of the ——
acquisition of Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Prague, and 
the refinancing of Hotel InterContinental in Prague, 
Czech Republic.
Advised Aareal Bank on the landmark re-financing of  ——
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Moscow.

Accor
Advised Accor on the sale and lease back of 30 UK ——
Novotel and Ibis hotels to Land Securities Trillium for 
GBP 440 million.
Advised on the sale and lease back of a portfolio of 91 ——
hotels in Germany and Holland with a value of around 
EUR  863 million.
Acted for Accor on a refinancing transaction involving ——
the sale and leaseback of a Mercure hotel and four Ibis 
hotels in Poland.

Anglo Irish Bank Corporation
Advised on the financing of various international ——
operations and expansion plans of Gort Securities Ltd., 
including the acquisition of the Radisson in Sofia.

Azure Mondiale
Advised Azure Mondiale on its acquisition of 11 UK ——
Courtyard by Marriott hotels from Whitbread and their  
lease and subsequent sale to Kew Green.

Banyan Tree Group (Angsana)
Legal and tax advice to Asia’s leading luxury hotel ——
group for the acquisition of several small hotels based 
in Morocco. 

Beachcomber (Royal Palm)
Legal and tax advice in relation to a tourist complex in ——
Marrakech.

Chequers Capital
�Advised on the acquisition of the Casino de Mandelieu  ——
and the Sofitel hotel in Mandelieu, French Riviera. 

Carlton Hotel
Acted for St. Martin‘s International on the sale and ——
leaseback of the Carlton Hotel in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Choice Hotels International
Advised on the restructuring of CHE Hotels Group and ——
the acquisition of the Continental European franchising 
business of CHE.

CIB Bank
Advised on the financing of Aquaworld and the ——
Ramada Plaza Hotel Complex in Hungary, one of the 
biggest aqua and hotel complexes in Europe. 

CitizenM
Advised on a pipeline of innovative hotel development ——
projects, including their first hotel to open at Schipol 
Airport Amsterdam.

Corus Hotels
Advised on two disposals of UK hotels.——

Emaar Hotels & Resorts 
Acted in relation to their joint venture arrangements ——
with Giorgio Armani and the development of the 
Armani Hotels & Resorts chain.

EuroHypo AG
Advised on USD 450 million re-financing of five hotels ——
in Moscow, Russia.

Europe Arab Bank
Advised on the EUR  20 million refinancing of an ——
existing facility for le Mélézin Hotel, Courcheval, France.
Advised on the EUR  22 million acquisition and ——
renovation of the Bonsai Hotel Portfolio across France.

Golden Tulip
Advised on several hotel projects in Holland. ——

Hardturm Park Zurich
Providing legal advice to developer consortium ——
regarding the mixed-use construction project Hardturm 
Park in Zurich, including its landmark tower with a 
Sheraton and 25hours hotel. 

Our experience 



Highridge Partners & DB Real Estate Global
Advised on the acquisition and subsequent EUR 145 ——
million sale of the Hilton and Ibis Karlin hotels in 
Prague. 

Hilton Hotels
Advised Hilton Hotels on property lease issues in ——
Austria. 

i.gen
Advised i.gen on its master franchise agreement for the ——
easyHotel budget hotel chain in Germany.

InterEstates
Advised on the management contract for the Ramada  ——
Hotel in Budapest.

JJW Hotels and Resorts
Advised on its USD 268 million acquisition of two ——
luxury hotel properties and two golf courses in the 
Algarve, Portugal from Starman Hotels.

KanAm
Advised KanAm Grund Spezialfonds on the acquisition ——
of the fully equipped Hotel Holiday Inn Zurich Messe. 

Landmark Property
Advising on all legal matters in connection with the ——
EUR 250 millipon hotel & tourism resort development 
Korenat Point near Split, Croatia.  

LBO France
Advised LBO France on its acquisition of the hotel chain ——
Libertel (approx. 30 hotels) from a consortium 
comprised of Accor, Blackstone and Colony Capital, 
and their subsequent disposal.

Le Méridien
Acted for Nomura International on EUR 3 billion ——
acquisition of the Le Méridien chain of 150 hotels in 
over 55 countries including the CEE region.
Advised on the refurbishment and lease of Hotel Des ——
Indes, The Hague and on the lease of the Hotel Eden, 
Rome.
Advising and representing Le Méridien on several ——
construction related conflicts in Austria.

Managed Hotels Unit Trust  
and The Royal Bank of Scotland

Advised the buyer and the lender on the EUR 583 ——
million acquisition and manage back of a portfolio of 
16 UK Hilton Hotels.

Moorfield Group
Advised the Moorfield Group on its acquisition of a ——
GBP 110 million UK hotel portfolio from WA Shearings 
and subsequent additional single hotel acquisitions.

Mövenpick Hotel
Acted for MP Development on business and ——
operational issues relating to the Mövenpick Hotel 
Prague.

OTP-DSK Bank
Advised on two hotel constructions near the Black Sea ——
in Bulgaria.

Quinn Group
Acted for the Quinn Group on the multi-stage ——
acquisition of the Hilton in Sofia, Bulgaria.

Realstar Group
Advised Realstar Group on its asset management of a ——
portfolio of 73 UK hotels which were bought by 
Lehman Brothers, GIC Real Estate and Realstar from 
InterContinental for GBP 1 billion.

Royal Bank of Scotland & Allied Irish Bank
Advised the banks on the financing of Arora Hotels’ ——
acquisition of the Airport Hotels Partnership (the owner 
of nine UK airport hotels) and construction of a Sofitel  
at Terminal 5, Heathrow.

Royal Bank of Scotland
Advised RBS on its GBP  951 million acquisition and ——
manageback of 47 UK Marriott hotels from Whitbread  
and Marriott International and their subsequent sale to  
a consortium of private investors.

Shangri-La
Advising Shangri-La regarding the lease agreement of ——
its luxury hotel project in Vienna, Austria.

Sol Melia
Advised Sol Melia on its acquisition on the InnSide ——
chain of hotels.

Starman Hotels Deutschland GmbH
Advised on the sale of Dom Hotel Köln and on the sale  ——
of the operation.
Ongoing advice in Germany, Austria and Italy. ——

Valamar
Advising Croatia’s largest hotel chain on corporate ——
matters.
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AUSTRIA
Vienna
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz  
Rechtsanwälte GmbH 
Ebendorferstrasse 3
1010 Vienna, Austria
T	 +43 1 404 43-0 
F	 +43 1 404 43-90000

Johannes Hysek
E	 johannes.hysek@cms-rrh.com

BELGIUM
Brussels
CMS DeBacker
Chaussée de La Hulpe 178
1170 Brussels, Belgium
T	 +32 2 743 69-00
F	 +32 2 743 69-01

Cedric Guyot
E	 cedric.guyot@cms-db.com

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Sarajevo
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Landmark Centre
14 Tzar Osvoboditel Blvd. 
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
T	 +387 33 29 64-08
F	 +387 33 29 64-10

Nedžida Salihović-Whalen
E	 nedzida.salihovic-whalen@cms-rrh.com 

BULGARIA
Sofia
Pavlov & Partners Law Firm  
in cooperation with  
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Landmark Centre
14 Tzar Osvoboditel Blvd. 
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
T	 +359 2 921 99-21
F	 +359 2 921 99-29

Gentscho Pavlov
E	 gentscho.pavlov@cms-cmck.com 

Petkova & Sirleshtov Law Office  
in cooperation with  
CMS Cameron McKenna
Landmark Centre
14 Tzar Osvoboditel Blvd. 
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
T	 +359 2 921 99-10
F	 +359 2 921 99-19

David Butts
E	 david.butts@cms-cmck.com

CHINA
Shanghai
CMS, China 
Unit 2801, Tower 2, Plaza 66
1366 Nanjing Road West
200040 Shanghai, China
T	 +86 21 62 89-6363
F	 +86 21 62 89-0731

Steven Shone
E	 steven.shone@shanghai.cmslegal.com

Ulrike Glück
E	 ulrike.glueck@shanghai.cmslegal.com

CROATIA
Zagreb
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Ilica 1
10000 Zagreb, Croatia
T	 +385 1 48 25-600
F	 +385 1 48 25-601

Gregor Famira
E	 gregor.famira@cms-rrh.com

CZECH REPUBLIC
Prague
CMS Cameron McKenna v.o.s.
Palladium, Na Poříčí 1079/3a 
110 00 Prague 1, Czech Republic
T	 +420 2 967 98-111 
F	 +420 2 210 98-000

Hilary McDowell
E	 hilary.mcdowell@cms-cmck.com

England/WAles
London
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
Mitre House 
160 Aldersgate Street
London EC1A 4DD, England
T	 +44 20 73 67-3000 
F	 +44 20 73 67-2000

Tom Page
E	 tom.page@cms-cmck.com

Also office in Bristol

FRANCE
Paris
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre
1–3, villa Emile Bergerat
92522 Neuilly-sur-Seine Cedex, France
T	 +33 1 47 38-5500
F	 +33 1 47 38-5555

Philippe Rosenpick
E	 philippe.rosenpick@cms-bfl.com

Also office in Lyon

GERMANY
Berlin
CMS Hasche Sigle
Lennéstrasse 7
10785 Berlin, Germany
T	 +49 30 203 60-0 
F	 +49 30 203 60-2000

Hermann Stapenhorst
E	 hermann.stapenhorst@cms-hs.com

Also offices in Cologne, Dresden,
Duesseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg,
Leipzig, Munich and Stuttgart

Office contact details 
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HUNGARY
Budapest
Ormai és Társai  
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
YBL Palace 
Károlyi Mihály utca 12
1053 Budapest, Hungary
T	 +36 1 483 48-00 
F	 +36 1 483 48-01

Gábor Czike
E	 gabor.czike@cms-cmck.com

ITALY
Rome
CMS Adonnino Ascoli  
& Cavasola Scamoni
Via Agostino Depretis, 86 
00184 Rome, Italy
T	 +39 06 47 81-51 
F	 +39 06 48 37 55

Marco Casasole
E	 marco.casasole@cms-aacs.com

Also office in Milan

THE NETHERLANDS
Amsterdam
CMS Derks Star Busmann
Mondriaantoren – Amstelplein 8A
1096 BC Amsterdam, The Netherlands
T	 +31 20 301 63-01
F	 +31 20 301 63-33

Roman Tarlavski
E	 roman.tarlavski@cms-dsb.com

Also office in Utrecht

POLAND
Warsaw
CMS Cameron McKenna 
Dariusz Greszta Spółka Komandytowa
Warsaw Financial Centre
Ul. Emilii Plater 53
00-113 Warsaw, Poland
T	 +48 22 520-5555
F	 +48 22 520-5556

Wojciech Koczara
E	 wojciech.koczara@cms-cmck.com

ROMANIA
Bucharest
CMS Cameron McKenna SCA
S-Park
11–15, Tipografilor Street
B3–B4, 4th Floor
District 1, 013714 Bucharest
Romania
T	 +40 21 40 73-800
F	 +40 21 40 73-900

John Fitzpatrick
E	 john.fitzpatrick@cms-cmck.com

RUSSIA
Moscow
CMS, Russia
Gogolevsky Blvd.,11
119019 Moscow, Russia
T	 +7 495 786-4000
F	 +7 495 786-4001

Elisabeth Pestl
E	 elisabeth.pestl@cmslegal.ru

SERBIA 
Belgrade 
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hasche Sigle
Cincar Jankova 3
11000 Belgrade, Serbia
T	 +381 11 32 08-900
F	 +381 11 30 38-930

Radivoje Petrikić
E	 radivoje.petrikic@cms-rrh.com

SLOVAKIA 
Bratislava 
Ružička Csekes s.r.o.
in association with
members of CMS
Vysoká 2B 
811 06 Bratislava, Slovakia
T	 +421 2 32 33-3444
F	 +421 2 32 33-3443

Sylvia Szabó
E	 sylvia.szabo@cms-rrh.com

SLOVENIA 
Ljubljana 
CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Tomšičeva 1
1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
T	 +386 1 620 52-10
F	 +386 1 620 52-11

Aleš Lunder
E	 ales.lunder@cms-rrh.com

SPAIN
Madrid
CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, S.L.P.
Calle Génova, 27
28004 Madrid, Spain
T	 +34 91 45 19-300
F	 +34 91 44 26-045

Mariano Bautista Sagüés
E	 mariano.bautista@cms-asl.com

SWItzerland
Zurich
CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd.
Dreikönigstrasse 7
8022 Zurich, Switzerland
T	 +41 44 28 51-111
F	 +41 44 28 51-122 

Oliver Blum
E	 oliver.blum@cms-veh.com

UKRAINE
Kyiv
CMS Cameron McKenna LLC
6th Floor, 38 Volodymyrska Street
01034 Kyiv, Ukraine
T	 +380 44 391 33-77
F	 +380 44 391 33-88

Dan Bilak
E	 dan.bilak@cms-cmck.com

SCOTLAND
Edinburgh
CMS Cameron McKenna LLP
101 George Street
Edinburgh EH2 3ES, Scotland
T	 +44 131 220-7676
F	 +44 131 220-7670

Timothy Pitt
E	 timothy.pitt@cms-cmck.com

Also office in Aberdeen
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CMS is Europe’s leading law firm  
for the hotel industry.
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CMS Legal Services EEIG is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an organisation of independent member firms.  
CMS Legal Services EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely provided by the member firms in their respective jurisdictions.  
In certain circumstances, CMS is used as a brand or business name of some or all of the member firms. CMS Legal Services EEIG and its  
member firms are legally distinct and separate entities. They do not have, and nothing contained herein shall be construed to place these  
entities in, the relationship of parents, subsidiaries, agents, partners or joint ventures. No member firm has any authority (actual, apparent,  
implied or otherwise) to bind CMS Legal Services EEIG or any other member firm in any manner whatsoever.

CMS member firms are: CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (Italy); CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, S.L.P. (Spain);  
CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre (France); CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK); CMS DeBacker (Belgium); CMS Derks Star Busmann (The Netherlands);  
CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd. (Switzerland); CMS Hasche Sigle (Germany) and CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz Rechtsanwälte GmbH (Austria).

CMS offices and associated offices: Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Zurich, Aberdeen, Algiers,  
Antwerp, Arnhem, Beijing, Belgrade, Bratislava, Bristol, Bucharest, Budapest, Buenos Aires, Casablanca, Cologne, Dresden, Duesseldorf,  
Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Ljubljana, Lyon, Marbella, Milan, Montevideo, Moscow, Munich, Prague, São Paulo, Sarajevo,  
Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Utrecht, Warsaw and Zagreb.

The members of CMS are in association with The Levant Lawyers (TLL) with offices in Abu Dhabi, Beirut, Dubai and Kuwait City.

www.cmslegal.com




